World History 1 Syllabus
Shorewood High School

Instructor:  Trey Messner
Name _____________________________

http://messner.mywebcommunity.org 
Period ________

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Welcome to World History 1!  This class is designed to give you a better understanding of how we came to live in the world that we know today.  We will study epic stories from the ancient world through the modern day.  We will explore the rise and fall of entire civilizations, why European monarchs may no longer cut off their citizens’ heads, how technological innovations changed the way we perceive our world, the roots of terrorism and much, much more.  
COURSE OBJECTIVES
Building upon Shorewood’s mission to prepare you to meet the challenges of the future, it is my goal to provide you with a liberal arts education responsible to each of your talents and abilities.  By comparing the origins of our beliefs and values to those of other cultures, you will have the opportunity to reconsider and reevaluate what is important in your own worldview.  

In addition to addressing how historical events have shaped our world, my ambition is to help you develop the practical skills necessary in the world beyond the classroom.  Specifically, we will focus on the following skills:
· Reading and writing 
(including note taking)

· Researching via both the web and books (and identifying legitimate sources of information) 
· Analyzation and critical thinking skills (asking how? and why?)
· 
Communicating and presenting information professionally
· Working with others and treating people with respect
· Leadership (and decision making)
· Working hard
· Time management 

These course objectives work in conjunction with the Common Core State Standards, including:

· Humans and the Environment – The student will understand how humans affect the environment including both positive and negative effects of use and interaction.

· Write With Skill - The student writes clearly and effectively; the student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes; the student understands and uses the steps of the writing process; the student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written work.
· History - The student understands and examines major ideas, eras, themes, developments, turning points, chronology, and the cause-and-effect relationships among them in world history.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS (HOW TO ACHIEVE THESE OBJECTIVES)
In addition to various lectures and activities, you will work in teams to create a number of projects that strengthen your skills and prove what you’ve learned.  You are expected to utilize your team’s verbal, logical/mathematical, intrapersonal, interpersonal, visual, musical, and bodily/kinesthetic talents to explain why certain historical events occurred and their consequences.  Everyone is expected to positively contribute to your team’s efforts and class discussion.  
Students are expected to bring the following materials everyday to be successful in this class:

1. Pencils or pens (blue or black only)

2. A 3-ring binder, with lined paper and five dividers labeled:
· Greece
· Rome
· Medieval Times
· 
Renaissance
· Maps & Misc.

GRADING PROCEDURES
Want an “A”?  Easy!  Just come to class prepared, with completed assignments, and participate.  Students are expected to hand in all work on time at the beginning of class on the due date.  Assignments turned in at the end of class are considered late.  Late work will be accepted on a case-by-case basis for points.  All students are highly encouraged to complete any missed assignments and will receive a ( in lieu of points.  If a student’s grade is on the borderline at a grading period these (’s (completed late assignments) may raise the student’s grade.  Work may be made up for excused absences (see Attendance below).  Tests can be made up, but subsequent tests may be harder than the first. These re-take tests must be completed within 1 week of the original test date.  
Extra credit is divided into two categories:  Standard Extra Credit is available to all students.  Golden Extra Credit is only available to students who have completed and turned in all course work.
Final grades are based on a standard scale:
	
	
	B+
	87 – 89
	C+
	77 – 79%
	D+
	67 - 69

	A 
	93 – 100%
	B
	83 – 86
	C
	73 - 76
	D
	60 – 66

	A-
	90 – 92 
	B-
	80 – 82
	C-
	70 - 72
	F
	59 and below


Please note, however, that project grades may be scored on an A / C / F scale.
ATTENDANCE AND TARDINESS
Participation is essential for success in this class.  As a result, you should be in class every day, unless there is some kind of emergency or school event you must attend.  It is your responsibility to find out what you missed in class.  I will not come looking for you.  Most make-up handouts may be found online or in the Make-up binder.  Come to me before or after class for assignment instructions.  A one-class extension is given for each excused absence except for projects.  Unless special arrangements are made, group projects will be due on the date assigned even if the absence is excused.  Work, such as tests, that must be done in the classroom, will be made up before or after school or during STAR.  

Tardiness will be recorded and will prevent the student from completing any work missed.  If you are more than 10 minutes late to class, you will be counted absent.  If you are less than 10 minutes late to class you will be expected to make up whatever time you missed in the near future (e.g. if you are 5 minutes late, you will stay 5 minutes after class).  
ETHICS AND HONESTY
Shorewood High School is a place of integrity and character.  I expect academic honesty at all times.  This means that you complete your own work and appropriately citing sources when you paraphrase or quote someone else’s ideas.  CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM ARE ABSOLUTELY UNACCEPTABLE AND STRICTLY PUNISHED!

· What counts as cheating/plagiarism?

· Copying the writing, words, ideas or concepts of another and trying to pass them off as your own / not giving credit to the source – this is plagiarism.

· Having someone else do any of your work for you is cheating.

· Copying off someone else’s assignment is cheating.

· Letting someone copy off of your work is cheating.

· Using unapproved resources during tests/quizzes is cheating.

TECHNOLOGY USAGE
It is important for students to remember that the electronics that have been provided by the school district are to be used as a powerful tool (and not as a toy.)  Please abide by the following simple rules:

· bring your (fully charged) school approved electronics to class everyday

· only use your school approved electronics when I request that you take it out for use

· when I ask that you put your school approved electronics away, you are expected to do so immediately
· no food or drink are allowed on tables when school approved electronics are out

· during certain work times (such as when researching or writing), you may listen to music – but only if headphones are used.  You may not listen to music during discussions, lectures, or times when others need your attention.  

· I don’t want to see or hear your cell phone or other portable electronic device.  If I do, it will also be confiscated.

· when using online forums (discussion groups), please use appropriate language and a respectful tone.  Basically, show the same respect online that you would in the classroom.  Also, avoid all but the most common acronyms

· it is your responsibility to check the class calendar, assignments and grades online

· please use the Shoreline School District naming convention to name all files.  Please use:

· class period_last name and first initial_assignment title

· Example for Jane Doe:  2_doej_amstudsyllabus

· it is your responsibility to back up your work frequently.  Save your work to the student server and your laptop.  You may wish to also invest in a USB storage device (such as a flash drive)

· an assignment is “on-time” if it is turned on at the start of class.  Hard (paper) copies are mandatory.  Electronic copies are NOT acceptable unless I say otherwise.


The Shorewood High School Dress Code/Tardy/Electronics Policy included in the Shorewood Student Handbook will be followed in this class." 


ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES FOR SUCCESS
Because we will be working together and trying to accomplish our goals, we will need to follow some agreed upon guidelines.  Most importantly, we all must value each other’s opinions.  Everyone is entitled to their own opinions, as long as they are able to back them up with evidence.  It is also important that everyone listens to one another.  No one should talk while someone else is talking.  We can not learn from each other if we are not heard.  We should all enjoy a few basic rights during our time together:

· Respect for Self

· Always do your best

· Positively participate in all classroom activities

· Be organized and prepared for class

· No cheating

· Respect for Others

· Stay on task without disturbing or distracting others

· Don’t use “put downs” 

· Cooperate and communicate

· Listen to and respect other people’s differences and opinions

· Respect for the Teacher and the School

· Raise your hand to speak 

· Enter and exit the room quietly

· Arrive on time, ready to work
· Complete all assignments on time

· Actively listen when the teacher is speaking

· Respect all (school’s, teacher’s, personal, and other’s) property – don’t leave a mess
· Food will be allowed in class as long as no garbage/crumbs are left at the end of class.  This privilege may be revoked if the classroom is not clean at the exit of students.  Drinks are allowed only in spill proof containers (sports bottle) or screw tops.  NO CANS!

· Consequences for Failing to Abide by the Class Rules

1. Warning

2. Kept after class for Student / Teacher talk (possible student chore)
3. Lose certain class privileges and / or call home and / or detention

4. Referral to Administration

Basically, if you treat others with respect and make productive use of your class time you'll be living in the spirit of these rules.

----------------------------------------------------------- Cut Here ------------------------------------------------------------
Have your parent or guardian read this Course Outline.  Return this completed section for extra credit points.
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

Print Student Name

Print Parent / Guardian Name


_______________________________________
_______________________________________

Student Signature
Date
Parent / Guardian Signature
Date
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Mr. Messner


