The AP Psychology Exam According to the Princeton Review


General Info

· 70 minutes to do 100 multiple choice questions (MCT)

· 50 minutes to complete two essays called Free Response Questions (FRQ)

· MCT counts for 2/3rds of your score or 100 points

· FRQ’s count for 1/3 of the score or 50 points (25 points each)

Examples of how the test is scored

· If you get 75 points on the MCT, to get a 5 on the AP you need only to score about 12 to 14 points on the two FRQ’s.

· It is possible to get a 4 on the AP if you get just 66 points on the MCT if you do well on the FRQ’s

Multiple Choice Test (MCT)
· The questions are broken down into 3rds.  Roughly the first third are easy; the second third are more difficult and the last third are difficult.  That is why you may feel discouraged as you progress on the test (do not worry).

· Use Answer Before You Answer to avoid confusion from similar answer choices.  That is, turn the multiple choice section into a recall test (rather than recognition.) 
· When you can’t answer before you answer, use the process of elimination (POE).  
· It’s OK to skip questions and come back to them later.  Remember to watch your time.  And, most importantly, remember to go back and answer them!  
· Since you know that the first 1/3 is easy you want to do your best there.  Take your time to get them right but don’t spend too much time.  
· Leave no blanks!  Remember there is no penalty for guessing.
Strategy One:  Ask it like it is
Read the MCQ and rephrase it in your own words

Strategy Two:  Answer before you answer
Think of your own answer to the MCQ before checking out the a. b. c. d. or e. choices given.

Strategy Three:  POE = Process of Elimination
If you can’t answer before you look at the choices, then cross out each choice that is NOT close to what you think it might be.  There usually is an obvious distracter.  You should see something that might match.

Scoring

1. Each FRQ is worth 16 2/3rds or 33% of the final AP score

2. Each FRQ has a specified number of pieces of information required usually between 8 and 12

3. Example of scoring if an essay is worth 10 points you would need to multiply the number correct by 2.5 in order to get the 25 points total possible.  If you scored a 7 on that essay (7 X 2.5 = 17.5) out of 25.

MCQ’s Strategies

1. ;When two out of four choices are opposites, pick one of those two as the best guess.

2. B, C, and D answers are best in a five answer (A – E) multiple-choice question.

3. Non-answers (“zero” or “none of the above”) are usually poor guesses

4. In questions asking for the most or the least, pick the answer next to the most or the least.  (Ex.  5, 8, 9, 15, 30)

5. “All of the above” is usually a good choice.

6. Longest-multiple choice answers are good guesses.

7. If two out of four choices are almost identical, pick the longer of the two.

8. If a question asks for a plural or a singular answer, make sure that you pick a plural or singular answer.

9. When limiting words are used (all, never, always, must, etc.) “False” is usually the better answer.

10. When general terms are used (most, some, usually, could, might, etc. ), “true” is usually the better answer.

11. Identify those questions you’re not sure of with a mark.  Review these on a second pass.

12. Reread directions before turning in an exam.  Use the entire time given to double-check.
13. First impressions (initial guess) are often best.  If an answer comes to you from out of the blue, it’s probably your right brain at work.  Don’t fight this intuition unless you’re sure it’s wrong.
When a question is difficult to visualize, draw it.

14. FRQ Tips
1. Read both questions before you begin writing.  Rubric them, target the total points that you will need to make.

· Number the points right on the green sheet

· Make marginal notes about terms/research to use

· Refer back to the booklet you write on.  In a box with question #’s ETS may give you number of rubric points for each essay.

· Summarize and break down the questions in your own words.

2. TDA = Terms, Define, Apply

· T – Use the proper psych terms.  Show you know!

· D – Define your terms.  Really show you know or illustrate your ideas with examples.  Include research, data or names if called for.

· A – Apply all of the above to the problem presented on the green prompt.

3. What readers are looking for:

· Buzz words and key concepts on their rubric.

· Don’t try the old rephrase and restatement trick; for example, “cognitive psych is about cognition”

· You can be funny but it won’t get you any points, but you may end up on the collective blooper paper (it really does exist).

· If you are clueless about some of the points, write first on the points that you do know.  

· Write on the stuff you don’t know as well too, they won’t mark you wrong

4. Time

· Try to budget 20 minutes per question the last 10 minutes you can use as necessary.

5. Give the readers only what they are looking for and nothing more.

6. Don’t cross out sections, you may have been right.  You may cross out single words but never whole lines or sections.  The readers have to give you a point even if you stumble on it.

7. If you give research examples do it briefly.  You get NO extra credit for describing research in detail.  Readers are looking for certain terms and concepts.  Research examples are only good to indirectly “show you know”.  

8. Try not to overwrite on one question.  Budget your time equally between both questions.  Try to stick to the 20-minute rule.

9. Use psych terms – Define the psych terms – Underline the psych terms. 
10.  It’s a vocabulary game.  Work it!
Past AP Free Response Questions – Content Areas
1999 (6 areas)

1. Bio. Psych + Learning Theory + Health (8 points)

2. Research and Design + Memory + Thinking and Intelligence (10 points)

2000 (3 Areas)

1. Motivation + Learning Theory (8 points)

2. Research and Design (11 points)

2001 (6 Areas)

1. Intro/Perspectives + Clinical Psych (8 points)

2. Sensation and Perception + Consciousness + Thinking + Memory (6 points)

2002 (8 Areas)

1. Motivation + Bio. Psych + Sensation + Consciousness (10 points)

2. Development + Learning + Thinking and Language + Memory + Cognition (10 points)

2003 (6 areas)

1. Statistics + Intelligence + Research and Design (15 points)

2. Social Psych + Learning + Consciousness (6 points)

2004 (11 areas)

1. Statistics + Research and Design + Stress + Ethics (8 points)

2. Developing Person + Intelligence + Social Psychology + Emotion + Learning + Neuroscience + Sensation (8 points)

2005 (11 areas)

1. Sensation + Memory + Social Psychology + Developing Person + Research & Design + Personality (8 points)

2. Disorders + Statistics + Language + Nature & Nurture + States of Consciousness (9 points)

2006 (5 areas)

1. Statistics Research & Design (9 points)

2. Social Psychology + Memory + Personality + Neuroscience (8 points)

2007 (8 areas)

1. Social Psychology + Memory + Emotion + Personality + Learning + Consciousness (8 points)
2. Disorders + Therapy (8 points)
2008 (6 areas)

1. Learning + Developing Person + Social Psychology (8 points)
2. Social Psychology + Motivation + Research & Design (7 points)
Handout_APExam_PrincetonRvwSummary.doc
Page 4 of 4
3/28/2016

